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“In the northwest corner of Escondido sits a 50 year old master-planned community.  At its 
heart is 110 acres of a legal open space.  That land is a vital part of the character of this 
neighborhood. 
 
“When an out-of-town real estate developer swooped in with the intention to force permanent 
change on the neighborhood several thousand citizens of Escondido petition the City.” 

 
City Council meeting, August 14, 2013 – Thousands spoke up and the City Council voted “Yes” on 
Resolution 2013-10… which preserved the open space in the Escondido Country Club neighborhood.  In 
fact, it was a unanimous YES!  The neighbors and residents thought they had won! 
 
However, now the real estate developer Michael Schlesinger is pleading with Escondido citizens to 
approve his own initiative, the Lakes Specific Plan Initiative. “It’s a developer-backed initiative that is bad 
for Escondido.  Don’t be fooled!” 
 
The green/blue/white flyer is misleading, on many accounts.  It’s simply a publicity campaign where the 
developer is offering a “gift” to the City, and makes it sound like he’s preserving open space (green area 
on map).  However, his initiative is ACTUALLY about putting up to 430 homes on what is currently open 
space, reducing what is currently the legal open space of an existing 50 year old master-planned 
community.   
 
Studying the developer-backed initiative (and looking beyond the public relations campaign) the reader 
will find misleading and dangerous language that could enable the developer to write his own rules 
when it comes to developing the current legal open space.   
 
Thre is a clause in his plan that says “where they (the conditions) conflict with the City’s municipal code 
or other planning or zoning regulations, this Specific Plan shall control”.  He’s basically saying that, if 
passed, the initiative will give him full control over the open space, even if the City has previously said he 
can’t do anything with the open space.   
 
Within the initiative the developer offers up what he calls a “gift”, to the City.  But the “gift” burdens tax 
payers, due to a clause that reads the City is responsible for upkeep and maintenance of the grounds.  
And even though the clause reads there will be a $1 million contribution to the City, it also comes with 
additional conditions.  Why is it ok for someone to “gift” something with conditions?  One of those 
conditions is that the current open space law must be overturned, in order to allow development of the 
current legal open space.   
 
“Don’t be fooled!” 
 
The Lakes at Escondido, LLC, and their sister-company Stuck in the Rough, is behind this new initiative.  
However, the out-of-town developer Michael Schlesinger is behind all of it.   
 

“So what has he and his organizations been up to since last August?   (August 14th is when the City 
voted to protect the open space.)    

- He has sued the City of Escondido for $100 million.  (This lawsuit affects every citizen of 
Escondido.)   

- He has sent letters to approximately 60 ECCHO neighbors threatening intent to sue. 
- He sued 24 of those neighbors for encroachment, often by inches.   
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- And may even filed more lawsuits.” 
 
Developer Michael Schlesinger has placed full page ads in the Union Tribune, very misleading ads falsely 
stating that Escondido is facing bankruptcy.  This attack campaign prompted the City to post updates 
and notices debunking his claims. 
 
Link to City of Escondido’s website, news page with running updates, where they debunked various false 
claims from Stuck in the Rough:  https://www.escondido.org/escondido-country-club-issue.aspx 
 
Don’t be fooled! 
 
 
Conclusion: 
He is posting false allegations by way of PR campaigns to the public while he plans on suing the City.  
And yet he has the nerve to ask the citizens of Escondido to sign his misleading petition for initiative?  
This initiative is going to give him control of what the City has already protected.  
 
If you want to protect the current legal open space, and stand with the neighbors and homeowners of 
ECCHO… do NOT sign his petition! 
 
Last few lines of video:   
 

“Does this out-of-town developer think that Escondido is full of idiots?  Don’t be fooled!  
Escondido voters ARE smart enough to see behind the façade.  This developer-backed initiative 
just doesn’t pass the “sniff test”.  Please pass the word:  Don’t be fooled!  Don’t sign this 
dangerous initiative. Thank you for your continued support of ECCHO.” 
 
 

 
Synopsis and partial transcript written by: 
Lori Tisdale, 20+ year Escondido resident 
15 year homeowner in Escondido 
Not a member of ECCHO  
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